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Division of Protection and Permanency

DATE: 
January 4, 2021
SUBJECT:
Foster Care as a Support to Families and Kentucky’s Onsite Review Instrument Data
The purpose of this information memorandum is to provide information from the Children’s Bureau regarding Foster Care as a Support to Families.  
This link provides information on best practices, resources, and recommendations for using foster care as a support for families in a way that mitigates the trauma of removal for the child and parents, expedites safe and successful reunification, and improves parent and child well-being outcomes.  This information emphasizes the importance of state and tribal child welfare communities building and supporting relationships between resource families and parents to facilitate improved engagement of parents, promote timely reunification, build protective capacities in parents, and strengthens overall child and family well-being, while ensuring child safety. 
The IM Review and Onsite Review Instrument (OSRI) Data provides information specific to Kentucky’s Child and Family Services Review (CFSR).  A comparison of the two items captures how Kentucky addresses some areas of improvement.  For example:

· Item 6, which monitors Kentucky’s timeliness to achieving identified permanency goals currently reflects only 30.56% of Kentucky cases making concerted efforts to achieve reunification in a timely manner.  Kentucky needs to take a more proactive approach to identifying and achieving permanency for its children in out of home care.  Localized court and DCBS communication is occurring to better educate and inform one another on federal expectations. 
· Item 11, which monitors concerted efforts to promote, support, and otherwise maintain a positive and nurturing relationship between the child in foster care and his or her parents, is being achieved in 51.35% of cases.  Stronger emphasis needs to be placed on involving parents in children’s lives through doctor appointments, school meetings, and extracurricular events while the children are in out of home care.  For example, encouraging a parent’s participation in school-related activities and encourage foster families to serve as mentors/role models for parents. 

· Item 12B, which monitors comprehensive assessments of parents’ needs and providing appropriate services to those parents to meet those needs, is being achieved in only 37.22% of all cases.  Stronger emphasis on engaging parents to identify their own needs and services to meet those needs is needed.  When broken down by mother and father, only 37.55% of mother’s needs were sufficiently identified and addressed in cases reviewed and fathers were slightly less at 37.25%.  The engagement of mothers and fathers is critical to the success of reunification.  Kentucky needs to better identify the underlying needs that have led to the child’s removal and what can be put into place to mitigate those needs. 
· Item 13, which monitors case planning engagement and involvement of children and parents, shows a need for workers to more actively engage and involve children and parents in case planning.  Currently, Kentucky is only sufficiently engaging children of appropriate age and developmental level in 30.18%, mothers in 39.18% and fathers in 35% of cases.  Enhanced family engagement can allow for better discussion of family strengths and needs with the children and parents. 
· Item 15, which monitors caseworker visits to parents, indicates the need for greater focus and efforts to visits all identified parents in cases.  Currently, both the frequency and quality of caseworker visitation with the mothers is only sufficient in 30.57% of foster care cases and 25.5% with the fathers.  Enhancing family engagement paves the way for more frequent and quality parent visits to most effectively monitor parent’s progress in services, promote timely achievement of case goals, and effectively address their children’s safety, permanency, and well-being needs. 
If you have any questions regarding this memorandum, please contact:

Angie Cornett, Quality Assurance Branch Manager
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